Thursday 


February 15, 2018 


TODAY 


| n 74/59 
< 


Mostly cloudy 


e wa 


= FRIDAY 


64/45 


Isolated showers 


SATURDAY 


55/49 


Scattered showers 


Statesman Weather 
App: Live radar, weather 
news and alerts. 


S 


~i 


$2.00 


Austin American-Statesman 


statesman.com | mystatesman.com 


AUSTIN360, D1 


AUSTIN WRITER IS 
TELLING THE STORY 
OF BLACK PANTHER’S 


EARLY YEARS 


AUSTIN GOVERNMENT 


=a 
4 


‘> 


TRAIL 


$ Johnny Manziel is Austin-bound 
S ©6for Spring League 


BUSINESS, B5 


AS SCHEDULE 
TAKES SHAPE, 
WHAT TO EXPECT 
FROM SXSW TECH 


City may seek transparency in hiring 


WHO’S MISSING AT AUSTINCITY HALL? 


City Council to consider guidelines for the city 
manager's appointing of executives for the city. 


By Elizabeth Findell 
efindell@statesman.com 


After 17 months without a per- 
manent city manager, 14 months 
without a permanent police chief 
and with more than a dozen 
other top city leadership posi- 
tions unfilled, brain drain and 
uncertainty have touched vari- 
ous corners of Austin operations. 


Now, City 
Manager Spen- 
cer Cronk is offi- 
cially at work 
and may begin 
filling some 
of those jobs. 
The Austin City 
Council wants to tell him how 
to do it. 

The council will weigh a pro- 


posal Thursday from Council 
Members Kathie Tovo, Alison 
Alter, Delia Garza and Ora Hous- 
ton directing the city’s staff to 
work with human resources and 
the city’s equity officer — a post 
created in 2016 to identify dis- 
parities in city programs and ser- 
vices — to create a “consistent and 
transparent process” for appoint- 
ing executives in the city. 

It’s unclear whether that 
wording is meant to indicate a 


Hiring continued on A8 


The city currently has 18 director or assistant director vacancies. Some 
are now filled by interim appointments, leaving lower lever posts vacant. 


Here are the openings: 


E Two assistant city managers 

E Police chief 

E Police monitor 

E Director of Austin Public Health 
E Chief officer of Animal Services 
E Director of Austin Resource Recovery 
E Executive director of Aviation 

E Director of Economic Development 
E Austin Energy chief of staff 

E Three assistant directors of 


Code Compliance 

E Deputy officer of Fleet 

E Deputy director of Economic 
Development 

E Assistant director of Parks and 
Recreation 

E Deputy chief information officer 
E Deputy director of 
Communications and Technology 
Management 


FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTING 


AT LEAST 17 KILLED AT 
FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL 


Authorities say suspect, 19, had been expelled, gave up 
without a fight about an hour after he fled the scene. 


Students embrace a family member as they are united following the mass shooting Wednesday at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. GREG LOVETT / THE PALM BEACH POST 


By Terry Spencer 
and Kelli Kennedy 
Associated Press 


PARKLAND, FLA. — A former stu- 
dent opened fire at a Florida high 
school Wednesday, authorities 
said, killing at least 17 people and 
sending scores of students flee- 
ing into the streets in the nation’s 
deadliest school shooting since a 
gunman attacked an elementary 
school in Newtown, Connecticut. 

Frantic parents rushed to Mar- 


jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School to find SWAT team mem- 
bers and ambulances surrounding 
the campus as classes prepared 
to dismiss for the day. Live foot- 
age showed emergency workers 
who appeared to be treating the 
wounded on sidewalks. 

“It is a horrific situation,” said 
Robert Runcie, superintendent of 
the school district in Parkland, 
about an hour’s drive north of 
Miami. “It is a horrible day for us.” 

The 19-year-old suspect was 


taken into custody without a fight 
about an hour after he left the 
scene, authorities said. 

Broward County Sheriff Scott 
Israel said the suspect, identi- 
fied as Nikolas Cruz, was previ- 
ously expelled for disciplinary rea- 
sons. Cruz had at least one rifle 
and multiple magazines, he said. 

“It’s catastrophic. There really 
are no words,” Israel said on 
Twitter. 


Shooting continued on A6 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Home & Garden Extra 
intoday’s ePaper 


Four pages ofhome and garden 
coverage only for subscribers 
at statesman.com/epaper. 


Police 
evacuate 
students in 
asingle-file 
line. Most of 
the fatalities 
were inside 
the school, 
though some 
were found 
fatally shot 
outside. 

MIKE STOCKER / 
SUN SENTINEL 
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FENG SHUI SECRETS 
FOR YOUR HOME 


NATION & WORLD, A8 
Pornstar: Icannow tell 
my story about Trump 


White House lawyer’s comments 
to press invalidate nondisclosure 
agreement, Stormy Daniels says. 


IMMIGRATION 


Trump won't back 
anything but a redo 
of immigration law 


President pledges to 
veto bill that deals only 
with fate of ‘Dreamers. 


By Ed O’Keefe 
and David Nakamura 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — President Don- 
ald Trump reiterated his sup- 
port Wednesday for a Republi- 
can plan to revamp the nation’s 
immigration system and threat- 
ened to veto any other proposal — 
just as a bipartisan group of sen- 
ators said they’re on the verge 
of releasing an alternative plan. 

In a White House statement, 
Trump urged the Senate to back 
the proposal, saying it accom- 
plishes his vision for immigration. 
At the same time, the president 


rejected any limited approach 
that deals only with “Dreamers” — 
immigrants who have been in the 
country illegally since they were 
children — and border security. 
Trump’s full-throated endorse- 
ment of legislation unveiled this 
week by a GOP group led by Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee Chair- 
man Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, 
comes as a group of bipartisan 
senators worked on a possible 
solution to the intractable issue 
that could earn enough support 
in the closely divided Senate. 
Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., who 
has been co-hosting the biparti- 
san talks with Sen. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, and about 20 other sen- 
ators, said Wednesday the group 
was planning to have a proposal 


Immigrants continued on A6 


President 
Donald 
Trump, seen 
Tuesday with 
lawmakers, 
said he would 
opposea 
Dreamers- 
only plan for 
immigration. 
TOM BRENNER / 
NEW YORK TIMES 


FIRST ON MYSTATESMAN.COM CENTRAL HEALTH 


Favorable review fails 
to tackle Dell funding 


Central Health praised 
for operations, but 
transparency faulted. 


By Taylor Goldenstein 
tgoldenstein@statesman.com 


Critics of Central Health, Tra- 
vis County’s health care district, 
have been pressing for months for 
a review of the taxpayer dollars 
supporting Dell Medical School, 
but a consulting firm’s report 
issued this week did little to clear 
up their concerns. 

Central Health commissioned 
the two-part, $350,000 review 
last spring amid calls from crit- 
ics for an independent assess- 
ment of whether its contribu- 
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WHAT’S NEXT 

The public can review the report 
at centralhealth.net/perfor- 
mance-review and send questions 
and comments to assessment@ 
germane-solutions.com. Germane 
Solutions will release its review 

of Sendero Health Plans, Central 
Health’s nonprofit health main- 
tenance organization, on Feb. 28. 
Central Health will hold a March 
workshop on the findings, then de- 
velop a plan for adoption by May. 


tion of $35 million a year to the 
University of Texas’ Dell Medi- 
cal School is an appropriate use 
of tax dollars. 


Review continued on A8 
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